
FEED & NUTRIT ION

Source: https://cdp.wisc.edu/pdf/Feed%20charts.pdf

Depth of 
settled  
silage

(ft)

Inside diameter of silo

10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24

2 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 2

4 1 1 2 2 3 3 4 5

6 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9

8 2 3 4 6 7 9 11 13

10 3 4 6 8 10 12 15 18

12 4 6 8 10 13 16 19 23

14 5 7 10 13 16 20 24 29

16 6 9 12 15 19 24 29 35

18 7 10 14 18 23 28 34 41

20 8 12 16 21 27 33 40 48

22 9 14 19 24 31 38 46 55

24 11 15 21 27 35 43 52 62

26 12 17 24 31 39 48 58 69

28 13 19 26 34 43 54 65 77

30 15 21 29 38 48 59 71 85

32 16 23 32 41 52 65 78 93

34 18 25 35 45 57 71 85 102

36 19 28 38 49 62 77 93 110

38 21 30 41 53 67 83 100 119

40 22 32 44 57 72 89 108 128

42 24 34 47 61 77 96 116 138

44 26 37 50 65 83 102 124 147

46 27 39 53 70 88 109 132 157

48 29 42 57 74 94 116 140 167

50 31 44 60 78 99 123 148 177

52 32 46 63 82 104 128 155 185

54 34 48 66 86 109 134 163 194

56 35 50 69 90 114 140 170 202

58 37 53 72 94 118 146 177 210

60 38 55 75 97 123 152 184 219

62 77 101 128 158 191 227

64 80 105 133 164 198 236

66 83 109 137 170 205 244

68 86 112 142 176 212 253

70 89 116 147 182 220 261

72 152 187 227 270

74 157 193 234 278

76 161 199 241 287

78 166 205 248 295

80 171 211 255 304

TABLE 2 Dry matter capacities of upright silos (tons)

Bagged silos inventory
There has been an increase in 

bags used for storage because of 
their versatility. For some, they are 
a permanent storage option. For 
others, bags are a “stepping stone” 
before building a more permanent 
structure or for temporary storage 
until there is room in their other 
silos.

If managed appropriately, bags are 
a great way to store feed and should 
ideally be placed on a hard surface. 
You can easily put up another bag to 

help feed the growing herd or help 
build up inventory. Some producers 
will put up a small bag at corn 
silage harvest and not open until 
the following year at harvest so the 
cows receive fully fermented feed 
throughout the entire year.

To calculate the amount of feed 
you can hold or to calculate your 
remaining feed in bags, see Table 3.

If you have concluded corn silage 
inventory may be running low until 
this year’s crop harvest, there are 
several options available to extend 

Calculate inventory to feed a growing herd, cont’d from page 47
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